
3613 LUCIUS ROAD. • COLUMBIA, SC • 29201 
WWW.CATCHTHECOMET.ORG • (O) 803.255.7133 • (F) 803.255.7113 

Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority 
SECURITY AD-HOC SUBCOMMITTEE AGENDA 

Thursday, August 12, 2021, Noon 
3613 Lucius Road, Columbia, SC, 29201  
Conference Room A (Large) – 2nd Floor 

Christopher Lawson, Chair (Richland County)    Will Brennan, Vice Chair (City of Columbia) 
John V. Furgess, Sr. (Richland County Legislative Delegation) 

Allison Terracio (City of Columbia)             . 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM
2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
3. APPROVAL OF MINUTES   PAGES 2-4 
4. DISCUSSION & ACTION ITEMS

A. Crime Data from Richland County (J. Bowers/L. DesChamps)    PAGES 5-7 
B. Crime Data from City of Columbia (J. Bowers/L. DesChamps)  PAGE    8 
C. Review of Data/Incidents at COMET Central  (Bowers/DesChamps)

Next Steps 

5. ADJOURN

Next Meeting: Thursday, September 9, 2021 @ noon at The COMET, 3613 Lucius Rd, Columbia, SC 29201. 
All items on this agenda are subject to action being taken by the Committee. Agenda order is subject to 
change. 

GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT BOARD COMMITTEE MEETINGS: The COMET will make all 
reasonable accommodations for persons with disabilities to participate in this meeting. Upon request to the Public 
Information Specialist & Clerk of the Board, The COMET will provide agenda materials in appropriate alternative 
formats, or disability-related modification or accommodation, including auxiliary aids or services, to enable 
individuals with disabilities to participate in public meetings. Requests should be sent to The COMET by mail at 
3613 Lucius Road, Columbia, SC 29201, by fax at (803) 255-7113, or by e-mail to info@catchthecomet.org. For 
language assistance, interpreter services, please contact (803) 255-7133, 711 through the Relay Service. Para 
información en Español, por favor llame al (803) 255-7133. 

Take The COMET to the Meeting! Route 6 and DART serve the facility. Visit 
www.CatchTheCOMET.org or call (803) 255-7100 for more details. 

Prior to   entering the meeting, please turn all electronic devices (cell phones, pagers, etc.) to a silent, vibrate or off position. 
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The COMET Committee Meeting minutes are prepared and presented in summary form. Audio recordings 
of the meetings are on file at The COMET and are part of the approved minutes. If you would like to hear the 
recording from the meeting, please contact Angela Jacobs at ajacobs@thecometsc.org.  

Per SC Code of Laws, Title 30, Chapter 4, Section 30-4-80 - All public bodies shall notify persons or 
organizations, local news media, or such other news media as may request notification of the times, dates, 
places, and agenda of all public meetings, whether scheduled, rescheduled, or called, and the efforts made 
to comply with this requirement must be noted in the minutes of the meetings.  The COMET complied with 
the notification of this meeting on July 7, 2021. 

Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority 
SECURITY BEST PRACTICES AD-HOC SUBCOMMITTEE MEETING 

Wednesday, July 14, 2021-2:00 P.M. 
3613 Lucius Road, Columbia, SC 29201 – Teleconference 

Members Present  
Will Brennan 
John Furgess 
Christopher Lawson, Committee Chair 

Members Absent 
Allison Terracio 

1. CALL TO ORDER AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM
Mr. Lawson called the meeting to order at 2:11 P.M. A quorum was present at the opening of the meeting.

2. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
Motion:  A motion was made by Mr. Brennan to adopt agenda. The motion was seconded by Mr. Lawson.
Ayes Brennan, Furgess, Lawson
Nays: None.
Absent: Allison Terracio
Motion passed.

3. ADOPTION OF MINUTES - N/A

4. DISCUSSION AND ACTION ITEMS

A. Review of SC Code of Laws – Mr. Lawson asked if there were questions or discussion on this item and
there was none.

B. Review of The COMET Rules of the Road
Mr. Lawson invited questions and/or discussion regarding The COMET Rules of the Road.  Mr. Brennan
asked staff if a record is kept of individuals who do not follow the conduct policy and Mr. DesChamps
informed the committee that individuals are put on no-trespassing notice and a file is kept of those
individuals when they are received from Security at COMET Central.  The files are also used for the

The COMET Staff Present:  
Rosalyn Andrews, Director of Finance/CFO 
Pamela Bynoe-Reed, Director of Marketing & Community Affairs/PIO 
LeRoy DesChamps, Interim Executive Director  
Angela R. Jacobs, Public Information Specialist & Board Clerk  
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review and reinstatement process. Mr. Brennan asked if the policy for rider conduct states what is 
expected of riders while waiting at transit stops/ stations, and if staff has a handle on possible loitering 
from active riders. Mr. DesChamps said he is not aware of a policy that specifically addresses riders 
while waiting at transit stops and noted that if conduct is observed or a call is received from an operator, 
security or law enforcement will be asked to remove those individuals and based on the transit stop, if it 
is a reoccurring problem, security will monitor those stops for a period of time or until the problem is 
resolved. Mr. DesChamps reported that he monitors problem stops and operators are also asked to 
report problems so that The COMET stays in front of any issues such as reports from business owners 
or citizens.  He said steps have been taken at certain stops/shelters to deter loitering such as removal 
of benches.  Attention has been given to The Transitions/North Main shelters and security has been 
doing a good job in this area and will continue to work with Transitions and other business nearby to 
clean it up the area and make it a safe environment.  

C. Review of Present Security Contracts with rates
Mr. Lawson invited questions or discussion and Mr. Furgess said he is concerned with The COMET
hiring/paying city law enforcement with COMET Central located directly across the street from the
Columbia Police Department (CPD).  He noted that each agency is paid out of the same tax revenues
and that The COMET should consider hiring its own transit police as opposed to paying CPD officers
$42.50 an hour. Mr. Brennan concurred with Mr. Furgess and asked if the rate was for off-duty CPD
officers and Mr. DesChamps said from his understanding that is correct. Mr. Lawson also agreed with
Mr. Furgess’ point and said his plan moving for is to address the financial aspects of security, being good 
stewards of the community’s money and reviewing the impact of current spending on taxpayer dollars.
Mr. Lawson said he does not believe that police officers should be paid extra to a job that they are already 
being paid to do for with tax dollars.  Mr. Lawson asked Ms. Bynoe-Reed to obtain crime statistics and
dollar amounts to present at the next board meeting.  Ms. Bynoe-Reed reported that the crime data and
statistics was requested from Richland County and CPD and staff is awaiting receipt of that information.
She noted that the dollar amounts were included in the committee packet and asked if additional
financial information was needed. Mr. Lawson said he did not need additional financial data and that in
order to make an informed decision, the committee should review the data simultaneously to compare
because if the crime rate has increased drastically then security is more of a necessity.  Ms. Bynoe-Reed
asked if it would be more helpful to have information on incidents that have occurred on the transit
system and Mr. Lawson agreed it would be beneficial to have that information in the near future.  Mr.
Brennan asked if there was a security contract in place with the sheriff’s departments since The COMET
expands outside of Cayce and CPD and Mr. DesChamps pointed members to page 6 of the packet which
details the security contract with the Richland County Sheriff’s Department.  Mr. Brennan noted that the
committee would need to review the law enforcement entities that The COMET purchases off-duty hours
from because there will likely be feedback from the law enforcement agencies because staffing levels
will not allow for the security the committee will mostly likely want to have. Mr. Brennan also asked for
current staffing levels of the Lexington County Sheriff’s Department, West Columbia, and Cayce Police
Departments to determine the direction the committee will go in.  Ms. Bynoe-Reed asked if a staffing
report was needed and Mr. Brennan said it would be helpful to review services rendered before and after.
Mr. Brennan also suggested obtaining a general survey or input from business owners in the areas with
security issues to make sure they are being serviced properly and to account for the safety of them, their 
employees, and clients. Mr. Brennan asked who businesses should call to report and track issues they
experience with transit stops.  Mr. DesChamps said business owners should contact the Customer
Experience Department and noted that any call that comes into Customer Service is recorded and sent
to the responsible department for investigations and depending on the transit stop or area, recorded
calls and video can be retrieved. He also noted that Customer Experience has a specific timeframe to
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investigate and follow-up with individuals or business.  Mr. DesChamps said staff monitors transit stops 
and if an issue is noted it is addressed in weekly staff meetings.  

D. Next steps
Mr. Lawson said he would like monthly metrics to track the number of COMET-related incidents/issues
that arise to make proper adjustments to the committee’s scope of work.

5. ADJOURNMENT
Motion:  A motion was made by Dr. Morris and seconded by Mr. Lawson to adjourn.

The meeting adjourned at 2:28 P.M. 

CENTRAL MIDLANDS REGIONAL TRANSIT AUTHORITY 

Adopted this _______________________, 2021. 

Prepared by: 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
Angela R. Jacobs, Public Information Specialist & Clerk to the Board  

Reviewed by: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Pamela Bynoe-Reed, Director of Marketing & Community Affairs/PIO  

Approved by: 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
Christopher Lawson, Secretary 
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From: Yturria, Maria
To: Pamela Bynoe-Reed
Subject: RE: Request for crime data
Date: Tuesday, July 20, 2021 2:06:52 PM
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Hi Pam, here’s the information you requested. Please let me know if you need further
assistance.

Burglary:
· CY2018: 1443 offenses (237 adult charges; 61 juvenile charges)
· CY2019: 1326 offenses (208 adult charges; 34 juvenile charges)
· CY2020: 1176 offenses (269 adult charges; 36 juvenile charges)
· 2021YTD: 500 offenses (92 adult charges; 16 juvenile charges)

Sexual assault (forcible rape & forcible sodomy):
· CY2018: 110 offenses (41 adult charges; 12 juvenile charges)
· CY2019: 122 offenses (48 adult charges; 12 juvenile charges)
· CY2020: 72 offenses (23 adult charges; 11 juvenile charges)
· 2021YTD: 40 offenses (7 adult charges; 2 juvenile charges)

Aggravated assault:
· CY2018: 1286 offenses (448 adult charges; 23 juvenile charges)
· CY2019: 1411 offenses (391 adult charges; 30 juvenile charges)
· CY2020: 1373 offenses (568 adult charges; 42 juvenile charges)
· 2021YTD: 735 offenses (203 adult charges; 13 juvenile charges)

Simple assault:
· CY2018: 2652 offenses (612 adult charges; 78 juvenile charges)
· CY2019: 2515 offenses (622 adult charges; 67 juvenile charges)
· CY2020: 2453 offenses (707 adult charges; 44 juvenile charges)
· 2021YTD: 1291 offenses (338 adult charges; 18 juvenile charges)

Drug/narcotic violations & drug equipment violations:
· CY2018: 1575 offenses (1578 adult charges; 49 juvenile charges)
· CY2019: 1502 offenses (1229 adult charges; 43 juvenile charges)
· CY2020: 1411 offenses (1489 adult charges; 29 juvenile charges)
· 2021YTD: 563 offenses (495 adult charges; 18 juvenile charges)

Robbery:
· CY2018: 258 offenses (154 adult charges; 30 juvenile charges)
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· CY2019: 279 offenses (114 adult charges; 11 juvenile charges)
· CY2020: 217 offenses (149 adult charges; 28 juvenile charges)
· 2021YTD: 115 offenses (61 adult charges; 6 juvenile charges)

From: Pamela Bynoe-Reed [mailto:pbynoe-reed@thecometsc.gov] 
Sent: Monday, July 19, 2021 12:33 PM
To: Yturria, Maria
Subject: RE: Request for crime data

Good morning, Maria

This is the information for which we are looking. Please send at least the past three years or
closest to that you have. Thanks.

1. Burglary degree 1&2
2. Sexual misconduct
3. Assault and/or assault & battery / aggravated assault
4. Simple position of drug and/or drug paraphernalia
5. Robbery

Pamela A. Bynoe-Reed, M.A.
Director of Marketing & Community Affairs/
Public Information Officer

O 803.255.7139|  M 803.834.1811  |  F
803.255.7113  

Central Midlands Regional Transit Authority
3613 Lucius Road
Columbia, SC 29201

pbynoe-reed@thecometsc.gov

From: Yturria, Maria <MYturria@RCSD.NET> 
Sent: Friday, July 9, 2021 5:00 PM
To: Pamela Bynoe-Reed <pbynoe-reed@thecometsc.gov>
Subject: Request for crime data

Good day Pam, I’m reaching out regarding your email to Chief Snowden.  Please let me know what
you type of crime stats you need and the time frame.

Thank you

Major Maria Yturria
Office of Professional Development
Richland County Sheriff’s Department
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(803) 576-3463
Myturria@rcsd.net
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FBINA 270
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COMET AREA*

JANUARY 1, 2017 - PRESENT**

2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 TOTALS

HOMICIDE 1 1

SEXUAL ASSAULT 6 5 3 5 3 22

ROBBERY 9 14 11 8 5 47

AGGRAVATED ASSAULT 18 13 11 8 13 63

VIOLENT CRIME TOTALS 33 32 26 21 21 133

BURGLARY 11 9 8 10 9 47

AUTOBREAKING 43 28 34 29 11 145

LARCENY 78 80 53 46 22 279

MOTOR VEHICLE THEFT 19 10 12 10 2 53

PROPERTY CRIME TOTALS 151 127 107 95 44 524

CRIME TOTALS 184 159 133 116 65 657

Data pulled from RMS and is subject to changes and/or additions

*Comet Area includes Report Areas 201, 202, 208 & 209

**Date Range January 1, 2017 - July 11, 2021
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