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PROGRAM
OVERVIEW

In November 2012, Richland County

ROADWAYS voters approved the Transportation
$656,020,644

Penny Program. This program is divided

TH E COM ET into three major categories and is funded
$300,991,000

by a special sales and use tax for not
more than 22 years or until a total of

$1.07 billion in sales tax revenue is

collected, whichever occurs first.
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RINANCE 2016 o onre

$188M
$50M




Greene Street Phase I-Innovista Project

TOTAL EXPENDITURES
TO DATE
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North Springs Road and Risdon Way Blythewood Road Widening
Intersection Improvement Project Public Meeting




SMALL
LOCAL

BUSINESS
ENTERPRISES

The purpose of the Small Local Business

Enterprises (SLBE) Program is to provide

a race- and gender-neutral procurement

tool for the County to use in its efforts to
ensure that all segments of its local business
community have a reasonable and significant
opportunity to participate in County
contracts for construction, architectural and
engineering services, professional services,

non-professional services and commodities.




2016

COMPLETED PROJECTS

PROJECT

Broad River Road and Rushmore Road Intersection Improvements

Summit Parkway and Summit Ridge Drive Intersection Improvements

North Springs and Risdon Way Intersection Improvements

Kennerly/Coogler Intersection Improvements
Riverbanks Zoo Pedestrian Bridge
Lincoln Tunnel Greenway

Greene Street Phase I-Innovista Project

Projects Completed

Project Public Meetings
Speaker’s Bureau Presentations
Internship Positions

Outside Funding Committed
Design Contracts

Construction Contracts

1
1
36
15
$6.9M
$4.1M
$105M

COST
$1.04M
$1.18M
$1.95M
$2.8M
$2.TIM
$1.36M

Bluff Road Phase One Widening
Hardscrabble Road Widening

Shop Road Extension Phase 1
North Main Street Widening
Resurfacing Package H (115 Roads)

TO DATE
106
2
51
29
$30M
$TIM
$135M

PROJECT
IN DESI

Project % Complete
Clemson Road Widening . . . . . . 9%
2016 PDT Sidewalks . . . . . . . 9%
Broad River Road Neighborhood Improvements . 95%
Two Notch Road Bikeways . . . . . . 15%
Bluff Road Widening Phase2 . . . . . 10%
Atlas Road Widening . . . . . . . 70%
Innovista - Greene StreetPhase2 . . . . 70%
PoloRoad Sidewalk . . . . . . . 70%
Harrison Road Sidewalk . . . . . . 65%
Percival Road Sidewalk. . . . . . . 35%
Sunset Boulevard Sidewalks . . . . . 35%
Gills Creek AGreenway. . . . . . . 3%
Pineview Road Widening . . . . . . 35%
Shop Road Widening . . . . . . . 30%
Clemson Road and SparkleberryLlane . . . 30%
Southeast Richland Neighborhood Improvements 30%
Alpine Road Sidewalks. . . . . . . 30%
Blythewood Road Widening . . . . . 25%
Broad River Road Widening. . . . . . 25%
Fort Jackson Boulevard Bikelanes . . . . 10%
Candlewood Neighborhood Improvements . . 5%
Decker Boulevard Neighborhood Improvements . 5%



In 2006, one of the most pressing issues for
Richland County residents was the limited
public transportation service available in the
Midlands. After nearly five years of deliberation
and study, Richland County voters approved
the Transportation Penny Program in November
2012. In November 2013, the first revenues from
the Penny started coming in and The COMET
was able to make some much-needed changes.
Improvements made possible by the Penny
Program include:

¢ Adding staff to implement programs and
services;

¢ Replacing the aging fleet with new vehicles,
including propane-powered buses that burn
clean fuel with lower costs;

¢ Placing more than 30 shelters and benches
for passenger comfort;

¢ Adding 10 routes in order to reach parts of
Richland County that had never before had
service, and;

» Leveraging as much as $8M in federal funding
for capital projects such as vehicles and
shelters.



MLEONIET IS CATCHING ON!

FENTRAL MIDLANDS TRANSIT  |n November 2012, Richland County started the penny revenue.

It’s been about three years since the ‘transportation penny’ took
effect, and it’s allowed us to make a positive difference.

2,341,360

BOARDINGS

1,498,818 187,221

BOARDINGS 61,557 -
SERVICE HOURS

—, 21 — 2

PROPANE MINI-BUSES DART MINIVANS
ADDED IN 2015 ADDED IN 2015

PROPANE MINI-BUSES
ADDED IN 2014




FARE INFORMATION
REGULAR HALF-PASS

Regular Fare $1.50
Half-Fare* $0.75
All Day $3.00 $1.50
5-Day $12.00 $6.00
7-Day $14.00 $7.00

31-Day $40.00 $20.00

ROUTES OFFERED

1,200

BUS STOP
SIGNS WERE
REPLACED
WITH A.D.A.
COMPLIANT
SIGNAGE

$7,589,687

FUNDS ADDED THROUGH

32 FEDERAL MATCHING SINCE 2012
TOTAL PROPANE POWERED
VEHICLES IN SERVICE WWW.CATCHTHECOMET.ORG




Residents, business owners and
stakeholders played key roles

in identifying transportation

needs and priorities, and

public participation continues

to be an integral part in the
implementation of the Richland
County Transportation Penny
Program. The use of traditional
media, social media, mailings and
a website are just a few techniques
used by the Program Development
Team (PDT) to ensure maximum
participation from the public, which
is critical to the success of the
program. The public involvement
process is modeled after and
guided by Federal statutes and
regulations of the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) and

South Carolina Department of
Transportation (SCDOT) to ensure
residents and businesses provide
input in the development, design
and delivery of Richland County
transportation projects.

Blythewood Road Widening
Public Meeting

=
Clemson Road Widening Public Meeting

Sidewalk Projects Public Meeting
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Broad River Neighborhoods

Public Meeting

In 2016, the Program Development
Team coordinated a number of key
public meetings and hearings for SOCIAL MEDIA
road widenings and neighborhood
improvement plans approved by LIKE US ON FACEBOOK:
Richland County voters. The intent FACEBOOK.COM/

is simple: to provide free and open RICHLANDPENNY
forums that help residents make sense
of the many moving parts, give people FOLLOW US ON TWITTER:
an opportunity to raise questions and TWITTER.COM/

share concerns, and give people a clear RICHLANDPENNY
understanding of the process. These
efforts resulted in 2,200 residents VIEW ONE OF OUR LATEST
being involved and 65,463 visitors to VIDEOS ON YOUTUBE:

the Program website. RICHLAND PENNY
PROGRAM

Clemson Road Widening Public Meeting




ACCOMPLISHMENTS
TO DATE

completed to date

More than in design
contracts awarded

More than in construction
contracts awarded

in Federal / State / City
funds added to program

Annual County Transportation
Improvement Program

Pavement Management System
with all 550 miles of county
paved roads evaluated and
prioritized

in construction contracts
projected in 2017

MITIGATION
BANK

The Mill Creek Mitigation
Bank, located along Bluff
Road near Congaree National
Park in Lower Richland, was
established by Richland
County to offset the stream
and wetlands impacts of
transportation projects
associated with the Penny
Program. The 1,314-acre stream
and wetland mitigation bank

not only preserves wetlands,

but includes substantial

opportunities for wetlands

restoration. This project is a . BUILDING STRUCTURE
huge step towards utilizing AND MILL CREEK

existing stream and wetland - DAM
. MOIST SOIL

corrldo'rs in Richland Coun.ty in MANAGEMENT AREA
a sustainable and economlcally . DEAD RIVER CULVERT
productive manner. . CROSSING AT UT 1

. CONGAREE RIVER
. WETLAND ENHANCEMENT
(PLANTING)
. ROAD WITH RISERS
9. PINE WETLANDS
10. PLUGGED DITCH




The improvements made to the Summit
Parkway and Summit Ridge Drive
intersection include a dedicated right turn
lane from Summit Parkway onto Summit
Ridge and a dual left turn lane from
Summit Ridge onto Summit Parkway.

“I’m really pleased with the changes at
that intersection. It used to get backed
up so terribly because there wasn’t a
turning lane. Now, even if you get held up
you can see the traffic moving; before it
was a stand-still.” - Stephanie Lawrence,
Richland County resident

“We are now able to get buses in and out
of traffic much more quickly. They get (to
the schools) much more smoothly.” - Jack
Carter, chief operations officer of Richland
School District Two
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The Richland County Transportation
Program funded a new roundabout,
where Kennerly, Coogler and Steeple
Ridge roads intersect at the entrance
of the Ascot subdivision. A ceremonial
groundbreaking for the $1.4 million
project took place Sept. 15.

Rep. Nathan Ballentine, South Carolina
House of Representatives, notes,

“For years this has been one of the
most dangerous intersections in our
communities. While nothing prevents
accidents more than driver awareness
and caution, these improvements will
provide additional safety measures
that will ultimately save lives.”

“We think it’s great. The biggest
problem we’ve had, aside from getting
in and out of the neighborhood, is
with speeders. This will slow drivers
down,” says Rick Schmiedeker, Ascot
resident and neighborhood board
member.



Jessica Sandler brings her young children
to Riverbanks Zoo quite often. At times,
she would have to push a stroller and
juggle bags, all while ushering her
children over railroad tracks to get from a
parking lot to the zoo.

Never again.

Thanks to the Richland County
Transportation Program, Sandler and
the 1 million other annual visitors to
Riverbanks can now access the zoo
more safely and conveniently. A 115-foot
pedestrian bridge connects the recently
added 500-car north parking lot to

the zoo, spanning 25-feet over the CSX
railroad tracks.

The two-story Pedestrian Bridge was
officially unveiled Sept. 7, 2016, during
a ribbon cutting ceremony attended by
approximately 100 people, including
Richland County council members and
Riverbanks’ commissioners.

“It’s really nice. Now, if | have to park
there (in the North lot) | can walk right
over.” - Jessica Sandler, Midlands resident







THE

LOOK AHEAD

GOING TO
DESIGN IN 2017

* SMITH/ROCKY BRANCH C GREENWAY

* CLEMSON ROAD WIDENING

« FARROW ROAD/PISGAH CHURCH ROAD

INTERSECTION

* CLEMSON ROAD/RHAME ROAD/NORTH
SPRINGS ROAD INTERSECTION

* SOUTHEAST RICHLAND NEIGHBORHOOD
IMPROVEMENTS (SERN)

* THREE RIVERS GREENWAY

* BROAD RIVER NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT

* BULL STREET/ELMWOOD AVENUE » CANDLEWOOD NEIGHBORHOOD IMPROVEMENT
INTERSECTION * VARIOUS SIDEWALKS

« CRANE CREEK NEIGHBORHOOD ST e COUNTY DIRT ROAD PAVING PROJECTS
IMPROVEMENT Sidewalk Project * COUNTY ROADS RESURFACING

* GARNERS FERRY ROAD AND
HARMON ROAD INTERSECTION

* NORTH SPRINGS ROAD AND
HARRINGTON ROAD INTERSECTION

* SCREAMING EAGLE ROAD AND
PERCIVAL ROAD INTERSECTION

* VARIOUS SIDEWALKS ; o =y
¢ COUNTY ROAD RESURFACING W R P T e £ e
« COUNTY DIRT ROADS PAVING PROGRAM Riverbanks Zoo Pedestrian Bridge Greene Street Phase I-Innovista Project




Richland
County
Transportation
Program

201 Arbor Lake Drive
Columbia, SC 29223
1-844-RCPenny
info@richlandpenny.com
www.RichlandPenny.com







